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L o o k i n g F o r w a r d —President’s

Message

Hello FLAG Members and Friends,
We’re settled into our new location at the Washington County Development Authority in Sanders‐
ville, the hanging system is ready to use and we’re proud to announce a great schedule for the 2018
FLAG year. Our six programs for general meetings include themes such as metal art, watercolor, mu‐
rals, abstract works, whirligigs and lures, photography, and nativity art from around the world. Surely
there is something in that list to peak your interest and inspire you to come to FLAG meetings and
bring a friend or two. You can read more about the upcoming program and the dates and times for
programs further into this newsletter. We also have plans for several art workshops throughout the
year that we hope will inspire both FLAG members and the community to participate in and enjoy an
unthreatening art experience that each participant will be proud of.
If you are interested in more involvement than just attending FLAG meetings, we have many oppor‐
tunities for you. The Executive Board will soon appoint a nominating committee for next year’s offi‐
cers. Perhaps you would like to be a member of this important committee. We always need volun‐
teers to bring refreshments to our meetings. Gallery and Publicity committees can use help in adver‐
tising, contacting members, hanging shows, writing articles and taking photos. Just let one of the
officers know, and we’ll find a spot for you. If you have ideas to share or a skill to share in workshops,
we’d like to hear about that, too. More involvement and incorporation of new ideas will make our
organization stronger. FLAG’s future is looking bright. Get involved and make it even brighter.
Kind Regards,
Carla Hutchings

Upcoming Shows for 2018
March 18— Life of the Georgia Farmer
April 28
May or June Young Artist Show (Waiting confirmation of dates from all local schools)
September 9— FLAG Annual Show
October 27
November 11— Art of the Season
December 15
All shows are held at the Development Authority of Washington County Building at 603 South
Harris Street in Sandersville.
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Info:
 FLAG Membership Meeting:
Monday, March 5, 2018 at
6:30 p.m. at the Develop‐
ment Authority of Washing‐
ton County Building, San‐
dersville
 Life of the Georgia Farmer
Opening: Sunday, March 18,
2018 beginning at 2:00 p.m.
at the FLAG Gallery
 View FLAG member artwork
the Washington County
Commissioners Office
 FLAG members are encour‐
aged to submit images of
their art to be featured in the
newsletter, website, and
Facebook page. Please send
art submissions to
news@falllineartistguild.org.
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J o s e p h S u m n e r ’s M e t a l A r t a n d
Watercolo rs
He is planning to do a program on his
metal art and watercolor.

2016‐18 FLAG Officers and Board
Carla Hutchings ‐ President
Anne Jones ‐ Vice President
Dale Anderson ‐ Secretary
Chris Hutchings ‐ Treasurer
Shirley Chapman ‐ Past President
Board Members:
Lyle Lansdell
Georgia Raiford
Information:
info@falllineartistguild.org
Newsletter:
news@falllineartistguild.org

The Fall Line Artist Guild welcomes
you! FLAG offers membership to any
artist, amateur or professional, or art
enthusiast who lives in the Fall Line
Area of Georgia and supports the goal
of promoting the visual arts. You can
choose the type of annual
membership that suits you best:
Active Student $10 (Grades K‐12 )
Active Adult $30
Associate Member $30

Joseph Sumner is a native of Wrights‐
ville, Georgia. He is a graduate of
Brentwood School in Sandersville.
Upon graduation, Joseph attended
Mercer University where he earned
degrees in finance and economics.
After working as a stockbroker, Jo‐
seph returned to law school at Mer‐
cer and graduated from the Walter F.
George School of Law in 2003. He
practices law in Dublin, Georgia. He is
married to Ellen Green Sumner and
they have two daughters. In his spare
time, he manages and spends time in
the timberlands of southeast Geor‐
gia. Joseph's art focuses on the wild
plants and creatures he has known
and admired since he was a child. He
credits his parents for encouraging
him to create art from a young age
along with both of his grandfathers,
Metal Sculpture by Joseph Sumner
Carl Sumner and Dr. William
Rawlings, Sr., who took him fishing as a child and taught him to love, preserve and appreci‐
ate wild creatures and places. Joseph's preferred medium is metal sculpture. He also works
in oil and watercolor paints.
Please joins us for the membership meeting on Monday, March 5, 2018 at the Development
Authority of Washington County Building. Enter the rear door.

Supporter $50‐$99
Sponsor $100‐$499 (Individuals who
want to promote the arts in the Fall Line
Area. Recognized on exhibition programs )

Patron $500 (Businesses who want to
promote the arts in the Fall Line Area.
Recognized on exhibition programs)

Yearly memberships are from August
through July.
To join, fill out the enclosed form and
mail it with your membership dues to:
Fall Line Artist Guild
P.O. Box 1172
Sandersville, Georgia 31082

Upcoming Programs for 2018
March 5 Joseph Sumner: Metal Works and Watercolors
May 7 Ashley Anderson: Murals, Paintings, Drawing, Abstracts, and More
July 9 Shannon Anderson: The Art of Whirligigs and Lures
September 10 The Big Hunt: Photography Scavenger Hunt
November 5 Reverend Bill Cain: Nativities from Around the World
All programs are held at 6:30 p.m. at the Development Authority of Washington County
Building at 603 South Harris Street in Sandersville.
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Re m e m b e r i n g A r t i s t s B i l l y Ve a l a n d “ M i s s Pa t r i c i a ”
Sessions Mathis
Tonia Marynell
In January 2018 Washington County lost two of its most artistic and creative citizens. Both were
very dear to this community with their contributions to the arts and historical groups in the
area. Mr. Billy Veal and “Miss Patricia” Sessions Mathis were FLAG members and two of my
favorite art students and people. Unfortunately health issues during the time of their passing
made it unable for me to attend their visitations and funerals. This is a belated tribute to both of
them by their art teacher.
Billy Veal was one of the smartest, hard working, creative and ingenious people many of us will
ever know. He could do anything he set his mind to. I was always amazed at the limitless possi‐
bilities of creativity and knowledge that he possessed. I admired his courage for standing up
against improper and ignorant happenings of local politics or groups when others backed down
in cowardice. Billy was his own person. He knew so much about history (especially local history),
the civil war, historic preservation, design and so many, many other things. He hated waste and
believed in repurposing materials. He had a quick wit and was always entertaining with his hu‐
morous jokes. Billy also enjoyed beautiful automobiles and owned a few. But most of all he was
a dedicated husband, father and grandfather. His family was everything to him. His young
grandson gave him so much pride and joy.
Billy wanted to learn how to paint portraits and he jumped into that challenge passionately. He
never chose mediocre tasks. I enjoyed my time teaching him how to pursue portrait painting. He
painted his cat Matilda and his daughter Caroline’s wedding portrait. It took months to com‐
Caroline by Billy Veal
plete. But Billy never did anything half way. He was serious about his work and he spent much
time doing the proper studying and preparation to do his paintings. He never got to finish a self‐
portrait he planned to do from a photo of himself when he was overseas in the military. I knew his health was not good and although I wish he
could have done more I am grateful for what I saw him accomplish as an artist. I know his family treasures his work.
“Miss Patricia” Sessions Mathis was a jewel of a classic lady from an era that such
will never be seen again. She was a force to be reckoned with. She was just so full
of creativity, life, laughter, youth, dedication and wonderful stories – especially
about Tennille. She was dedicated to and loved her family with all her heart. My
favorite Tennille story is about the building that is only a shell now in downtown on
the south side of the train tracks. Her father’s grocery store‐Sessions Grocery‐ was
across from it on the opposite corner. She told me about the different purposes
this building was used for over the years. As a child it was a meeting place for the
KKK. The children would look at the hooded members’ shoes as they would go by
the grocery store on their way to a meeting to see if they could figure out who the
men were. In WWII it was used by the Red Cross to roll bandages for injured sol‐
diers. It was also used by the telephone company Southern Bell. I never did find
out if “Miss Patricia” recognized any of the men’s shoes.
When she first started taking art she was concerned about her beloved dog Toto.
He had to have cataract surgery in Atlanta and she needed to stay with him for
several days at her son William’s apartment in Atlanta. I told her not to worry
Signs of the Times by Patricia Mathis
about anything. Tales of Toto were always a part of art class. Once I went with her
to take Toto to the Blessing of the Animals and he bit the priest much to “Miss
Patricia’s” embarrassment. Toto was quite a character and he was a big part of “Miss Patricia’s” life. She always picked subjects to paint that
meant something to her personally. When we did the civil war exhibit she did an ink drawing of an old family home. I stained the paper with tea
to make it look old. When she finished the drawing and calligraphy I distressed it more by burning the edges and streaking smoke strategically on
it. She was right beside me and noticed the paper was still burning when I thought it was out. It was burning towards an important area and we
both were just huffing and puffing putting it out just in time. “Miss Patricia” often used photos she or her husband, Horace Mathis had taken for
(Continued on page 4)
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Remembering Artists...
(Continued from page 3)

reference to paint from‐especially if they related to Burgess Pigment where her husband had worked. Her biggest response came from a Christ‐
mas card she did of the lighted star her husband and a few other Burgess employees were responsible for on one of the containers at Burgess.
She was so surprised over the calls and letters she got from Burgess employees over that Christmas card. Because she, Sam Goodrich and Bill
Phillips were the eldest of my students and their birthdays were close together I dedicated an entire exhibit to them and their work in downtown
Sandersville for their birthdays. Nearly 200 came to the exhibit. “Miss Patricia” was a founding member of FLAG. She was the second secretary of
the organization. She was dedicated to participating in all the FLAG shows if possible. She participated in last year’s Farm Exhibit. She knew she
was having a serious operation and might be unable to get her work done for that exhibit after the surgery so she did two paintings before she
went to Emory. She had a long recovery and she wanted to get back to art. In the fall of 2017 she came by art class and asked me to take some
photos of Bulloch Hall for her so she could paint it. She wanted to paint it and have note cards printed to give to the lady of the house‐Debbie
May. I took the photos and she was planning to come back to art to paint it when the weather got warmer. I was looking so forward to her com‐
ing back. But a higher power decided it was not to be.
Both Billy and “Miss Patricia” were so precious to me and many others. I hope their paintings will bring their loved ones much comfort as the
years go by. I hold my memories of them both very dear. Painting is about more than just pushing paint with a brush and Billy and “Miss Patricia”
are “living” proof of that.

Goodbye Malone Street and Hello South Harris Street!
Chris Hutchings
Six great art shows, workshops, meetings, a Business‐After‐Hours, a Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting,
visits from groups ranging from the Senior Citizens group to the Youth Leadership and much more are just
some of the highlights of the time FLAG spent on Malone Street as its “Headquarters”. This first perma‐
nent space for FLAG served our group well as we gained exposure, resided in a permanent location and
used a great space for its Art shows. FLAG would like to thank Billy Wiggins for his graciousness, support,
and patience with FLAG as his tenants. This space served its purpose to set the stage for FLAG to reach out
to the public in new ways.
FLAG has now moved to the Washington County Development Authority/Chamber of Commerce building.
In this new space, FLAG is poised to continue and expand its presence and services to the community and
beyond. Charles Lee and Jayson Johnston, the former and new Executive Directors of the Development
Authority have welcomed FLAG as a partner to their efforts to decorate its large meeting room located at
603 South Harris Street. Katie Moncus, President of the Washington County Chamber of Commerce is also
a partner in this endeavor and can sell art using Chamber resources on behalf of FLAG. FLAG members will
be no longer burdened with “manning the store”. Now business prospects and other visitors to the com‐
munity will be able to see that there is a vibrant Arts community
here which we believe will support their efforts in securing business,
tourism and commerce for the community. Visitors as well as locals
Visitors enjoying the Art Show on Malone
will both be able to enjoy locally‐produced art and that of guest
professional artists. In this new space, FLAG has new opportunities
to fulfill its mission to provide high quality visual arts for appreciation to the Fall Line community and be‐
yond.
FLAG has been very fortunate to have its former and present partners who have generously provided space
for FLAG in their business spaces. We intend to make these partners and the community as proud of our
guild as we are!
Shaun Veal preparing the new FLAG Gallery art
hanging system on South Harris Street
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Life of the Georgia Farmer Art Show
Carol Gardner
We will start accepting art work for the Farm Show on March 12th & 13th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
If these times aren't convenient they can contact me Carol Gardner at 229‐938‐5908 or by e‐mail cgardner248@yahoo.com
The Farm Show and reception will open March 18th at 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., at the Development Authority/Chamber of Com‐
merce building. It will be open Monday ‐ Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The show will close on April 28 at 3:00 p.m.
Art work may be picked up on Saturday April 28th from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Members for 2017‐18
Agnew, Christina
Anderson, Ashley
Anderson, Dale
Andrews, Sara
Armstrong, Martha
Ballard, Regina
Bassaloff, Patrick
Bowen, Cherry
Brown, Eva (Student)
Burge, Elaine
Burgess Pigment Company (Sponsor)
Burten, Eamie J.
Chapman, Henry (Supporter)

(August‐July)

Chapman, Kelsey
Chapman, Shirley
Christopher, James. B.
Cummings, Carolyn
Cummings, Jean (Sponsor)
The Geo. D. Warthen Bank (Patron)
Ginn, Jean
Jackson, Kayla
Johnson, Eric
Jones, Anne
Jordan, Ed and Dianne
Hall, Gloria
Hall, Liam (Student)

Hutchings, Carla (Supporter)
Hutchings, Chris (Associate)
Kunze, Charles
Lee, Charles
Lee, Jeanie
Maffett, C.W. Jr.
Mason, John (Supporter)
May, Deborah (Supporter)
Moore, Mary Jean
Newsome Jonathan
Newsome Natalie
Queensborough National Bank &
Trust Company (Supporter)

Sheppard, Wayne (Associate)
Smith, Barbara
Smith Caleb (Student)
Raiford, Bob (Supporter)
Raiford, Georgia
Reynolds, Tyler
Tarbutton, Mr. and Mrs. Ben (Sponsor)
Thiele Kaolin Company (Sponsor)
Veal, Shaun
Wolfe, Sarella

2017 - 2018 Membership

For more information

Membership year is August to July.

web:

falllineartistguild.org/membership

Mail form below and your dues to:

Email:

info@falllineartistguild.org

Fall Line Artist Guild, P.O. Box 1172, Sandersville, Georgia 31082

Facebook:

facebook.com/falllineartistguild

2017-18 Membership:
Please print your information.

Name:_________________________________________________________

___ Active Student, $10
___ Active Adult, $30
___ Associate Member, $30

Address: _______________________________________________________
City:___________________________ State:_____________ Zip: _________
Email:__________________________________ Phone:_________________

___ Supporter, $50-$99
___ Sponsor, $100-$499
___ Patron, $500

falllineartistguild.org
P.O. Box 1172
Sandersville, Georgia 31082

FLAG Membership Meeting
Monday, March 5, 2018
6:30 p.m.
Development Authority of
Washington County Building
603 South Harris Street
Sandersville

Above Left: The House the Sword Saved by Patricia Mathis
Right: Matilda by Billy Veal

